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St. Stcphen of HungaD/

The early origins of Christianity in Hungily, whose teritory
was subject to a great deal of chahg€, is not known. What is

known is that the Magyars accepted Christianity about the end
of the tenth century. St. Stephen's mother was a Christian, and
he was baptized into the Church, thus becoming the first
Christian King of Hungary.

St. Stephen promoted the spread of Christianity and helped
to organize some of its historical dioceses. And for centuries
after his death in 1038, his country serued as a buffer for the
Christian West against barbarians in the East.
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PATERSON DIOCESAN CENTER
777 VALLEY FIOAD

November 8, L994

Dear Father Mustos,

On August 2L, 1904, the Bishop of Newark, John J. OrConnor,
came to Passaic to dedicate the beautiful new church of St.
Stephen to serve the ethnic Hungarians of the area. The belis.of
aII the Catholic churches in the city rang out. People of all
nationalities lined the streets and five bands played as the
procession of priests, men in Hungarian Huszar dress uniforms,
women in costumes of their homeland and girls in white dresses
made its way to the new church on Third Street. It must have
been a glorious sight.

Now we celebrate the churchrs ninetieth birthday and thank
God for all the graces he has bestowed on the several generations
of Hungarian-Americans who have gaEhered week after week, day
after day to worship God, to celebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy,
to hear the Word of God and receive the Bread of Life, to be
baptized and confirmed in their faith, to be reconciled to the
Lord, to be joined in holy matrimony and commended to God as they
made their final journey to their eternal home.

It is my great joy to congratulate you and all the members
of St. Stephenrs parish family as you offer your prayers of
thanksgiving and recommit yourselves to Jesus Christ and his
Gospel. St. Stephen's Church is Godrs house; may the people who
gather within it always reflect His love in the way they welcome
and support one another and the newcomers in their midst.

Ad multos annos !

Fraternally in Christ,%w
Most Rev. Frank J. Rodimer
Bishop of Paterson
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Mikldshd zy Attila, S.J.
a kiilfoldi magyarok piispdke
episcopus Hungarorum in exteris
Tel. : (41 6) 261-7207

St. Augustine's Seminary
2661 Kingston Rd.

Scarborough, Ont. MIM 1M3

Canada

Rev. P. Mustos Istv6n, Sch.P.
St. Stephen of Hungary Church
223 Third St.
Passaic, NJ 07055

1994. nov. 1,9.

F6tisztelendd Pl6b6nos Atya!

A passaici Sa. Iswrin egyhivkozs6g 90 6ves jubileuma alkalm6b6l szeretettel
ktisz<intcim mindny6jukat. Ez a jelent6s 6vfordul6 eml6kezetiinkbe iddzi az elmrilt
kilenc |vtized minden iidozatdt, mellyel a hivek 6s a lelkip6sztorok megalapitott6k
6s fenntartott6l< a magyar ktiztiss6get, fel6pitett6k sz6p templomukat 6s 6poltrik a
hittikhciz 6s magyarsdgukhoz lrzett elhivatotts6gukat. H6l6val eml6keztink mind-
azol<ra, akik tudtdk, hogy csak a sziklara lpnlthiz tud megmaradni, amint en Sn.
Istv6n kir6lyunk pllddja is megmutatta. Amikor most tinnepehink, fjb6l meg kell
er6sitentink ezt az elsz6ntsiigot 6s bizalommal kell n6zniink a j<iv6be. Bizunk a j6
Isten gondvisel6 szeretet6ben, ajrlnljuk magunkat a Magyarok Nagyasszonya p6rtfo-
gdsdba,6s k6rjiik szentjeinket, hogy segitsenek minket megmaradni htis6ges keresz-
t6nyeknek 6s magyaroknak.

A Szt. Istviin egyhezkozseg minden tagifi
6s szeretettel ktildcim ptispoki 6ld6somat:

az IJr J6zus szeret6 Sziv6be aj 6nlom

+ M*dNnu.e q
t Mikloshary Attila, S.J.

episcopus Hungarorum in exteris

J
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ST. STEPHEN'S R.C. MAGYAR CHURCH

90 Years In the Service of
God And Man

The Early Years

Tn, official recognition of St. Stephen's as a

parish church began back in March, 1903. An
interesting document from the archives of St.

Stephen's R.C" Magyar Church in Passaic, New

Jersey, reads, in part:

The Right Reverend John J. O'Connor,

Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese, of
Newark, the Very Reverend John A- Sheppard,

Vicar-General of said Diocese, and the Reverend

Gqsa Messerschmidt, now being the Pastor of
the Ronutn Catholic Church now known as 'St.
Stephen's R. C. Magyar Church, " in the Ciry of
Passaic, County of Passaic and State of New

Jersq, have selected Louis Szoiak and Manin
Schvarcinger, two lay members of said church,

according to the provisions of the said Act, and

for the purpose of incorporation of said church...

hereby certify that the name by which we and our
successors shall be known and distinguished as

a body corporate is "St. Stephen R-C. Magyar
Church, Passaic, New Jersqt."

Named for the first Christian ruler of Hun-

gary, St. Stephen's was actually founded a year

earlier, in 1902, by Reverend Geysa Messer-

schmidt. The first baptism took place that year,

on Christmas Day, when Father Messerschmidt

baptized Elizabeth Berki. The first marriage, that

of Karoly Molnar and Maria Krivda, was per-

formed by Father Messerschmidt on January 18,

1903.
Picture, if you will, the early 1900's. There

was a certain cultural atmosphere at the time that

can never be wholly passing through Ellis Island

in this period. They culme from every country in
Europe, seeking a better way of living in Ameri-
ca. Life was hard for these people. There was

the language barrier, and a newness of the hustle

and bustle of large cities, So alien to those who

had never gone beyond their small villages be-

fore coming to America. For non-English-speak-
ing Catholics, there was the problem of under-
standing the English language as it was spoken in
American Catholic churches. For them, it was

important to learn English as quickly as possible,

and to teach it to their children, along with the

new customs of their adopted country.
More importantly, religion could not be ne-

glected until a language was learned. National
churches - that are today becoming scarce in
the United States were established. These

churches became the focal point for all religious
and social activities, a beacon of unity in a

strange land.
The breadwinner of the family worked a six-

day week and barely brought home enough mon-
ey to feed his tamily. But he rarely complained.
He was used to hard work and privation, and this
would not last forever. His children would
benefit from the fruits of his labors in this

country where everyone had an opportunity to
better himself.

Besides, it was not all work. There was Sun-

day, when a man could take time to look around

him, spend time with his family at church and at

home. Family ties were close in those days, and

there was never any question of what to do for
entertainment. There was the park for picnics,

the front porch swing for visiting, and the

various activities offered by the church.

Perhaps the most conscientious among these
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various nationals were the Hungarian people.
Their long history of persecution and hard labor
had left its mark. To the Hungarians, there was

no other way to even expect to live other than by
hard work, duty to country and family, and espe-

cially, duty to God. This expression of devotion
to duty manifested itself in the churches which
were literally built, carved, and cared for by the
hands of these men and women, and from the
meager sums of money they were able to raise
among themselves for these churches. And they
worked toward that goal in St. Stephen's.

That day, June 21, 1903, must have been an

exceptionally happy day for these families.
Groundbreaking ceremonies took place amidst
the company of well-wishers from the entire
corrmunity. This was indeed a memorable occa-
sion. A new national church would soon stand on
this blessed piece of earth that would be placed

under the patronage of the saint that had brought
his country out of darkness into the light of
Christianity.

Again, through the carefully saved nickels
and dimes of the people of St. Stephen's, enough
money was raised to build the church. It was

completed and consecrated on August 21, 1904.
The new church proved to be one of the

most beautiful in the area. Its most outstanding
feature was the hand-carved oak side altars. The
altars still stand in St. Stephen's, although they
would not be recognized as having been hewn
from oak. In a tirne past someone had the altars
painted white. Since then, layers and layers of
white paint have covered their natural finish,
which we are told would cost thousands of
dollars to restore.

A New Era

Fo, the next few years, between 1911 and

1915, there was a succession of pastors,
including Reverend John Schimko and Reverend
Louis Ko-vacs, who stayed only two years each.

Then in 1915 , Reverend Joseph Marczinko
arrived at St Stephefr's, where he remained for
the next seven-teen years. It was Father
Marczinko who guided the parish through the
trying days of World War I and the early days of
the Great Depression. The church, &s was all of
Passaic, was hard hit by the Depression. It took
some time to recover from this financial disaster
and to implement the next step planned for the
development of the parish - a school.

In the interim, Father Marczinko wurs trans-
ferred. The parish was under the pastorate of
Reverend James Raile from 1932 to 1933. From
1933 to 1,937, Reverend William Furlong acted
as administrator.

Reverend Janos Gaspar took care of the pas-

toral needs of St. Stephen's and guided the par-
ish in its endeavors to build a new school. In
ye:rs to come, Father Gaspar was to assume an
important role that would bring a long-sought
stability and reassurance of the future of the
parish.

The cornerstone of the school and auditori-
um was laid in September, 1936. The dedication
of the auditorium took place on March 15th. The
school was dedicated six months later, on Sep-
tember t9, 1937.'

The Most Reverend Archbishop Thomas
Walsh dedicated the new school building and
hall, ns Passaic was still in the Archdiocese of
Newark. Father Gaspar, who had assumed the
pastorate at this time, assisted in the dedication
ceremonies.

On that same day the Archbishop requested
the Daughters of Divine Charity to take over the
religious instruction of the children. Two Sisters
were appointed by Reverend Mother Alexan-
drine, Provincial Superior.

These Sisters commuted daily from 82nd
Street in New York City to St. Stephen's School,
where they prepared three hundred and fifty
children for the Sacraments of Penance, the Holy
Eucharist and Confirmation. Then, in January,
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\939, Father Gaspar had one of the classrooms

divided into a kitchen and bedroom, providing
living quarters for the Sisters and thus elimi-
nating the long hours of corrmuting between

New York and New Jersey"

The next year, on November 30, L940, the

new convent, situated next to the rectory, was

dedicated. The lovely chapel that had been es-

pecially built there was placed under the patron-

age of St. Elizabeth of Hungary. The convent

was soon named the "Little House." There were

three Sisters now working with the children,

under the guidance of Father Gaspar.

An insight into the character of Father Gas-

par, whose gentle nature often belied his stern

countenance, is demonstrated in an incident

which occurred during the budding popularity of
air conditioning at that time. It seems that the

convent was stifling during the summer months.

Sister Aurelia, hoping to find some relief for her

Sisters, approached Father Gaspar, saying, "Fa-

ther, it is so hot in the convent, do you suppose

we could have an air conditioner? " it seems that

Father Gaspar, a large, portly mall, swung

around abruptly and before rushing off, spoke

only two words in reply, "No moneY. "

No one was more surprised the next morning

than Sister Aurelia when two workmen showed

up at the convent to install an air conditioner.
Father Gaspar, who has been described as

"the last of the great Patriarchs', had once again

demonstrated that his bark was certainly much

worse than his bite, and that the comfort and

care of those in his charge were important

enough to find enough money from somewhere.

This kindly, saintly priest won the love of his
people through his personal concern for them as

individuals.
For more than thiny years he showed this

concern in a thousand and more different ways.

His death, on February 2I, L963, plunged the

parish into deep mourning. He left behind not

only his spiritual flock but a parish of friends,

loved ones, brothers and sisters in Christ who
loved their pastor as a father, a brother, a son.

He was, after all, the head of the family - the

parish family. And for the Hungarian people, to
lose a loved one is as the Psalmist has said, a

time when, "...in the time of trouble he shall
hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his
tabernacle shall he hide me; and he shall set me

upon a rock. "
For the people of St. Stephen's, their parish

was their rock. Just as it had in the past, the

Church of St. Stephen became the haven they

sought in time of sorrow, the place where they

offered prayers for the repose of the soul of
Father Gaspar.

Remember His Accomplishments

Futn., Gaspar, always in full command of a

situation, was a man who got things done. A
chronicle of his yearly accomplishments gives

testimony:

1937 - Construction of the school
1940 - Acquisition of the convent
1945 - New heating system installed
1946 - Redecoration of the school
L947 - New floor in the church
L948 - New pews and lighting system
1949 - New stations of the cross

1950 - New rectory
L952 - New addition to the school
1953 - Rebuilt the fire-damaged school
1958 - Dedication of the Liberty Bell

Aside from these works, however, Father

Gaspar had done something much more for his
people than just develop their parish plant. He

impressed on them the true meaning of the words
he spoke so often, "For the love of God, respect

and love one another and your school. . . " .

When waves of displaced persons, refugees,

and Hungarian Revolution Freedom Fighters ar-

1 904 1 994



rived here in the 1950's, Father Gaspar was on
hand to welcome them and make them feel at
home. This was at a time when many Magyar
churches in other parts of the country, after
years of losing touch with their ancestral lan-
guage and customs, were unable to suddenly re-
vert to the old ways and provide comfort to the
newcomers.

This was not so at St. Stephen's. The parish
received more than one hundred and twenty refu-
gee families after the revolution, arl event which
stirred Hungarian-Americans and prompted them
to new charity work" Therefore, this new genera-
tion of Hungarian families found not only a
warm welcome from Father Gaspar, but more
often than not, the comforting words, "What can
we do for you? If you need anything, you must
ask us. "

This is true Hungarian hospitality. "How can
we make you feel more welcome?" is still the
feeling at St. Stephen's. It has often been demon-
strated in the last few years with the welcoming
of numerous families from cultural backgrounds
other than Hungarian-American. There is room
for everyone at St. Stephen's"

More Changes

S,. Stephen's new pastor, Reverend Anthony

Dunay, arrived in the Spring of L963. Farher
Dunay was born in Hungary. He received his
higher education in Vienna, Austria, and was
ordained there on July 9, 1939.

During his years at St. Stepherr's, Father
Dunay, an outstanding pastor, and an intellec-
tual, was the initiator of many new developments
in the parish. For instance, when city authorities
condemned a part of the school building, Father
Dunay, who did not want the children's educa-
tion disrupted, arranged to have the children
transferred temporarily to the Hungarian Re-
formed Church, whose pastor, Reverend Dr.
Aladar Komjathy, welcomed the Sisters and

students to the schoolrooms of Calvin Hall.
Meanwhile, the pastor appointed a commit-

tee to report on the changes that would be
needed in the school. Acting on their recommen-
dations, construction was begun on a new wing
with enlarged facilities. A fund-raising drive was
held. It helped defray costs which, coupled with
the necessary alterations on the old building,
totaled three hundred and ninety-eight thousand
dollars.

In order to preserve Hungarian-American
language and culture, classes in the school were
prolonged for another hour daily for those who
wanted to learn to read and write in Hungarian,
and to learn about the culture of the nation that
gave Liszt, Kodaly, and Banok to the world.
The children were taught under the supervision
of lay teachers. It is hoped that this speciar
training will once again become an integral part
of the parish as a special project which will be
instituted by volunteers.

Unfortunately, Father Dunay's health began
to decline, and before he had an opportunity to
implement all new ideas he had for St. Ste-
phen's, his illness necessarily slowed down this
vital priest until his death in June, 1977 .

Last fifteen years

A, we celebrated our TsthAnniversary, our
new pastor, Father Bela Torok took over the
leadership of St. Stephen's. During his twerve
year tenure, he was especially concerned with
the spiritual and physical well being of the
elderly and sick members of our parish. Father
Torok was responsible for the church's much
needed exterior restoration. The church's interior
was also painted and decorated. Our parish un-
derwent a very trying period when our auditori-
um was heavily damaged by fire. For a while it
seemed that all was lost in that our insurance was
hardly enough to cover the cost of rebuilding.
However, through God's grace a new and more
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modern auditorium was built with both young

and old volunteering their time and effort.
Unfortunately with pastoral duties taking a heavy

toll on his health, Father Torok retired to Austria
in 1990.

Our parish was restored to new life with the

arrival of Father Stephen Mustos, a Piarist head-

master from Devon, Pennsylvania. Among Fa-

ther's priorities was the renovation of the old
convent so that its chapel could be used for daily
mass. The building was also dedicated to St.

Ehzabeth of Hungary and became a home away

from home for Hungarian children recuperating

from heart surgery. With Father's guidance, the

work of some very dedicated parishioners, and

the Rotary Club, the Gift of Life Program has

been very successful. Most of the young heart

patients have been able to return to Hungary and

resume a norrnal life.
In an effort to strengthen our parish, Father

Mustos avidly supports the Hungarian Weekend

School which has between fifty and sixty stu-

dents. Here, American born Hungarian young-

sters have an opportunity to learn about their
cultural heritage as well as to practice the

Hungarian language. Another organizatron ded-

icated to preserving our heritage, building char-

acter, and strengthening Christian values is the

Hungarian scouting program. Through these

worth-while organizations, young people have an

opportunity to perfonn many valuable services to
the parish community.

Each year St. Stephen's plays host to the

American Hungarian Museum Gala Ball held in
our auditorium. The museum, dedicated to pre-

senting progrilms dealing with Hungarian culture,
has many interesting lectures, concerts, exhibits,
and demonstrations throughout the year. These

programs are presented in both English and

Hungarian languages. Two other organizations,
whose members devote a great deal of time to
the success of our parish, are the Bingo workers
and St. Stephen's Choir. Many of the Bingo

workers have served loyally for three decades.

Regularly the men's choir from the American-
Hungarian Citizen' s League of Garfield joins our
own choir to enrich our liturgy and to commem-

orate national holidays. Through their dedicated
participation the treasury of the Hungarian
traditional liturgy has been preserved and has

become an essential part of our weekly worship,
the Hungarian high mass.

In the summer, we hold our annual St. Ste-

phen's Day picnic at the American-Hungarian
Citizen's League in Garfield. In the winter, our
Parish Christmas Party, sponsored by our Rosary

and Holy Name Societies is held in our audito-
rium. Both events are well attended and very
successful.

This year we began an extensive restoration
of our beautiful, sixty year old, stained glass

windows. These windows hold special signifi-
cance to our community in that they depict
scenes from the lives of many Hungarian saints.

After many years of silence some of our
bells, which fell into disrepair, will be rung for
the first time to commemorate our ninetieth anni-
versary. This would not have been possible with-
out the recent restoration of both the bell tower
and the bells themselves.

In the spring of 1995, yet another treasure,
our organ, will be enhanced by the addition of
new pipes and a complete overhaul. This and the
aformentioned projects are all made possible

through the generousity of the parishioners and

friends of St. Stephen's.
We are thankful for Father Mustos' effort

during the last four years. This unselfish
dedication to St. Stephen's and the Hungarian
community has inspired many to follow his
example, and has earned for him the respect of
all Hungarians of the Christian faith.

On this our 90th Anniversary, not only do
we thank God for this abundant blessings, but
humbly ask for His continued help so that we
may celebrate our 100th Jubilee.
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KRONII(A

Korai 6vek

N.* Jersey dllamban apassaici Szent Istvdn

R6mai Katolikus Magyar Egyhin irattdrdban,

1903. mdrcius 31-i keltez6ssel 6rdekes dokumen-

tum tal6lhat6. Egyik r6sze igy hangzlk:

Ffitisztelendf John J. O'Connor, a Newark-i
Egyhdzmegye r6mai katolihts piispdke, f6tiszte-
lend6 John A. Sheppard, az egyhdzmegye piis-
pc)k-helyettese 6s tisztelendd Messerschmidt

Gqsa, annak a rdmai katolikus egyhdzkdzsignek

a pl4bdnosa, mely jelenleg ,,Szent Istvdn Rdmai
Kat oliht s M a gy ar E gy hdzkozs 6 g' ndv en i s mer et e s

Passaic vdrosdban, Passaic megyiben, New

Jersqt dllamban, kijeldlte Sz6jdk Lajost 6s

Svarcinger Mdrtont, az egyhdzkozs4g vildgi
tagiait, hogy az egyhdzkozs1get a tdrt4ny
rendelkezdseinek 4nelmiben iogilag beiegyez-

zdk... ezennel bizonyttidk, hogy az a n6v, amelyet

mi €s ut6daink viselni hhaitanak, s amely minket
mint jogi szemdlyt meghatdroz, a kdvetkezf: ,,A
New Jersqt dllambeli Passaic Szent Istvdn R6mai

Katolikus Magyar Egyhdza. "

igy kezd6d6tt a Szent Istv6nnak, mint on6116

egyhinkozs6gnek az elismertet6se. A nev6t Ma-
gyarorszdg kereszt6ny uralkod6j6r6l vev6 Szent

Istv6n Egyhirzat val6jrlban egy 6vvel kor6bban,

1902-ben alapitotta tisztelend6 Messerschmidt

Geysa. Az elsd keresztel6s abban az €vben volt,
kar6csony napjdn, mikor is Messerschmidt atya

megkeresztelte Berki Erzs6betet . Az els6 part,
Moln6r K6rolyt 6s Krivda M6ri6t 1903. janu6r

18-an eskette Messerschmidt atya.

Pr6b6ljuk csak felid6zni az 1900-as 6vek

elej6t. Azoknak az id6knek a l6gkor6t soha nem

lehet visszavar6zsolni, m6g ebben a mi jet-ko-

runkban sem. A bevandorl6k ezrei dmlottek ke-

reszttil Ellis Islandon. J6ttek Eur6pa minden

orszdg6b6l, hogy jobb jov6t taldljanak Amerik6-
ban. Elettik nem volt konnytr: a nyelvtudds hi6-
nya mellett ott volt a nagyvdrosok irgalmatlan
hajszila, mely sokuk szdmara, akik idejovetehik
el6tt ldbukat se tettek ki kis falvaikb6l, annyira
idegen volt. A katolikusok szitmira meg ott volt
az a problema is, hogy nem 6rtettek az arnerikai

katolikus egyhazakban besz6lt angol nyelvet. Per-

sze hogy fontos volt a sz6mukra, hogy a nyelvet
a lehet6 leggyorsabban megtanuljak, 6s hogy
gyermekeiket a fogadott haza nyelv6ben 6s kul-
tirijS'ban nevelj6k, de m6g fontosabb volt,
hogy a nyelvtanuli{s id6szak6ban ne hanyagoljak
el vall6sukat. Ez€rt megalapftottilk a manapsilg

mind ritk6bbi vit6 nemzetis6gi egyhSaat. Ezek
az egyhinak a vallilsos 6s tdrsadalmi 61et koz-
pontjdv6 vdltak az rdegen f61don.

A keny6rkeres6 hetente hat napot dolgozott,
6s alig keresett annyit, amennyi a csal6d 6lelme-
z€,s€re sztiks6ges volt. De ritkan panaszkodott.

Hozzdszokott a kemdny munk6troz 6s a n61kd1o-

zlsek,hez, 6s azt is tudta, hogy ez nem tart
orokk6.

Ktildnben is; M 61et nemcsak munkilb6l 611t.

Ott volt a vasdrnap, amikor konil lehetett n€zni,
id6t tolteni a csal6ddal a templomban is, otthon
is. A csalddi kotel6k igazin er6s volt abban M
id6ben, 6s az se volt k6rd6s, mivel sz6rakozza-
nak" Kirandul6sra ott volt a park, bar6ti tal6lko-
z6sokra a veranda hintasz6ke, meg az egyhilzl<ii-
lonf6le rendezv6nyei.

A sokf6le nemzetis6g koz6tt talan a magyar

volt a leg6ntudatosabb. Magan viselte az ld,ldoz-

tet6sek korszakainak 6s a kemdny munkanak a

b61yeg6t. A magyar az 6let6t nem is tudta m6s-

ban elk€pzelni, mint kem6ny munkdban, s a ha-

z?, a csalild 6s az Isten iriinti k6teless6gek
teljesit6s6ben . Ez a k6teless6gtudat testestilt meg

M egyhdzakban, amelyeket szoszerint a saj6t ke-

nikkel dpitettek, faragtak 6s gondoztak ezek a
der6k f6rfiak 6s n6k, abb6l a pdr fi116rb61, amit
maguk kozott gyfijtottek az egyhizak c61j 6ra. A
Szent Istv6nban is ez a c€l vezette 6ket.

5t. Stephen's R. C. Magyar Church
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1903. jrinius Zl-e ktildnoskdppen boldog nap

volt ezeknek a csali{doknak az 6let6ben. Az tin-
nep6lyes els6 kapavi{giis tortent meg az eg€sz

v6rosb6l dsszegyfllt kozdns6g jokiviinsilgai kis6-

ret6ben. Eml6kezetes nap volt. Rovidesen egy tij
nemzetis6gi templom emelkedik majd ezela a

megszentelt fdlddarabkdn, s azt annak a szentnek

a v6dnoks6ge a16 helyeztek, aki anlpdt a keresz-

t6nys6g vil6goss6g6ra vezette el.
A Szent Istv6n Egyhin n6p6nek a gondosan

megtakaritott fill6reib6l osszejOtt a temp-

lom6p(t6shez sztiksdges Osszeg . Az 6pitkez6s

befejez6dott, 6s a felszentel6s 1904. augusztus

Zl-€n megtort6nt.
Az fj templom a k6rny6ken az egyik leg-

szebbik lett. Ktilonleges dfsze volt a faragott

olt6r. A mai napig is ott 6ll a Szent Istv6nban.

Lz fj korszak

1rt, 6s 1915 kozdtt k6t p6sztora volt M
egyhiak6zs6gnek: Schimk6 Janos 6s Kovdcs La-
jos tisztelend6 urak kdt-k6t 6vig szolgdltak. Majd
1915-ben Marczink6 J6zsef tisztelend6 rir 6rke-

zett meg, 6s maradt a Szent Istvdn 6l6n tizenh6t

esztendeig. Az els6 vil6gh6boni megpr6biitatil-
sain 6s a nagy depresszi6 kezdeti 6vein Mar-
czink6 atya vezette 6n az egyhinat. A depresszi6

nemcsak a v6rost, M egyhinkozoss6get is kem6-

nyen sfjtotta. Az anyagi roml6sb6l nehezen

lehetett talpra 61lni, s megval6sitani az egy-

hinkozs€g fejleszt6s6nek kovetkezfi 16p6s6t:

parochi6lis iskoldt.
Kozben Marczink6 atyirt 6thelyezt€k- Egy

esztendeig, 1932-t6l L933-ig James Raile volt a

p6sztor, majd 1933-tol 1937 -ig William Furlong

tisztelend6 rir l6tta el az adminisztrdtori

teend6ket.
Kozben G6sp6r atya v€gezte a lelkipdsztori

munk6t . 6 hozta meg avitwa virt. sziliirds6got 6s

biztons 6got, mikor a Szent Istv6n pl6banos6vil

lett.
Az iskola 6s a dfszterem sarkkov6t 1936

szeptember6ben tett6k le. A dfszterem felavat6sa

1937. mdrcius 15-6n, az iskolad hat h6nappal k6-

s6bb, szeptember 19-6n tort6nt meg. Mivel akkor
m6g Passaic a newarki egyhinmegydhez tarto-

zott, mind a dfsztermet, mind az iskol6t f6tisz-

telend6 Thomas Walsh 6rsek avatta fel.
Ugyan azon a naporl az ersek az Isteni Szere-

tet l-einyai ap6carendre bizta rd a gyermekek

vall6sos nevel6s6t. Tisztelend6 Alexandrine anya,

a tartomanyf6ndk, k6t apdcitjelolt ki erre a fela-
datra. Ezek a kedvesn6v6rek naponta jdrtak ki
New Yorkb6l, a 82-ik utcdb6l, hogy 350 gyer-

meket el6k6szftsenek a bfinbinat, a b6rm6l6s 6s

az 61doz6s szents6g€re. Majd 1939 janudrj6ban

G6spar atya egy oszt6lytermet 6talakfttatott la-
k6ss6 a kedvesn6v6rek szdmira, hogy azok men-

testiljenek a napi tobb 6rds new york-i \tazga-
ti{st61.

A kdv etkezfr 6vben, 1940. november 30-an

etk6szrilt az rij rendhilz, a ,,Kis Haz", a pl6bania

mellett. Felszentelt6k, s a benne l6v6 sz€p kis
k6polndt Arpddhini Szent Erzs6bet v6dnoks6ge

al6 helyeztek Ekkor m6r hdrom apdca v€gezte a

munk6t G6spdr atya iriinyitdsa alatt.

G6sp6r atya a felszinen szigoru, beltil azon-

ban gyeng6d term€szetebe betekint6st nyfjt a k6-
vetkezl eprz6d, mely a l6ghrit6s divatba jovetele

tfijilr^ tdrt6nt. A rendhdlz nyilvan fullaszt6an forr6
lehetett a nyilri h6napok folyaman. Aur6lia n6-

v6r, enyhtildst keresv6n az apdcdk szdmara, meg-

korny6kezte G6sp6r atydt, mondv6n: ,,Atya,
szornyfi meleg ez a rendhdz, vajon kaphatndnk-e

egy 16ghfit6 g€pet?" Gdspdr atya, az a magas tes-

tes ember, rigy fordult meg a sarkdn, hogy majd
fold6nt6tte Aur6lia n6v6rt, s miel6tt otthagyta,
csak kdt sz6t vetett oda ,,Nincs peru !"

Kepzeljtik el Aurelia n6v6r meglepeteset

mdsnap, amint reggel k6t munkiis jelentkezett a

rendhiiz ajtajinii, mondv6n, hogy jottek besze-

relni a l6ghfit6 g6pet. Gispdr atya, akir6l azt

mondtdk, hogy 6 ,,az utols6 nagy patriarcha",
ism6t bebizony(totta, hogy nem eszik a levest

olyan forr6n, mint atrogy t6laljak, es hogy a
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kez€re bizottak k6nyelme volt olyan fontos a sz6-

mdra, hogy valatronnan el6kaparja a sztiks6ges

Osszeget.

Ez a finomlelkfr, szenteletfl pap megnyerte

nepe szivdt azzal, hogy mindenkivel, mint egy6n-

nel, szemdlyesen tdrSdott. Harminc esztend6

alatt megmutatta, hogy sz(v6n hordozza minden
egyes hive sors6t. Hal6la, 1963. febru{r 21-6n,

m61y gyiszba boritotta az eg6sz egyhdzkdzs6get.

Nemcsak egy egyhizat, de bardtok k6z6ss1gfit,
egy nagy krisztusi csal6dot hagyott h6tra, akik
pdsztorukat :(ogy szerett6k, mint apjukat, bdty-
jukat, firikat. O volt a csalildf6, a hfvek nagy
csalddjanak a feje. A magyar ember szimira egy
kedves csalildtag elveszt6se M az id6, amelyr6l
a Zsolt6ros igy 6nekel:

,,A bajnak napjdn elrejt hajldknban,
megvid sdtrdnak oltalmdban,
As biztos szikldra dllit engem. "

A Szent Istv6n n6pe szdmdra az egyhdzkozs6g

volt a k6szikla. Mint a mriltban, most is a Szent

Istviln volt M a mened6khely, amelyet a gydsz

idej6n kerestek, hogy imddkozzanak G6spir atya
lelki tidv66rt.

Teljesitm6nyek

GUr, 6r atyamindig k6zben tartotta a gyepl6t,

s M alkotiis embere volt. Evr6l-6vre a

k6vetk ez6k voltak telj esitmdnyei :

1937 - az iskola meg6pit6se,
1940 - a rendhtz felilllit6sa
1945 - rij f6t6berendez6s
L946 - az iskola renovd.l6sa,

1947 - rij padlo a templomban,
1948 - fj padok 6s vililgosft6 berendez€s,
1949 - a keresztrit rij stilci6i,
1950 - fj pl6bania,

1952 - az iskola megnagyobbft6sa,
1953 - attv altal megrongiit templom

njjilepit6se,
1958 - a Szabads6gharang felavatdsa.

M egyhilzi birtok gyarapit6sa mellett G6spilr
atya egy anndl m6g sokkal l6nyegesebb szolgdla-
tot is elv€gzett. Beletiltette n6pe lelk6be azt, amit
olyan sokszor elmondott: ,,Az Isten szerelm6€rt,
tisaelj6tek 6s szeress6tek egymilst 6s M
iskol6tokat.'

G6spdr atya volt az, aki a Szent Istvilnban
t6fft karokkal fogadta a magyar bevandorl6knak
egy fj hulldm6t, egy olyan korban, mikor mds

magyar egyhdzk6zs6gek M orszdg m6s r6szein
m6r majdhogy el nem felejtett6k nyelvtiket 6s

szokdsaikat, s nem tudtdk fj 6letre hfvni ha-
gyomdnyaikat, hogy otthont teremtsenek a korai
50-es evek menekr,iltjeinek, 6s az 56-os forrada-
lom szabadsilgharcosainak.

A Szent Istvilnban ez nem volt probl6ma. Az
egyhdzkilzs€g tobb mint I20 menelailt csalddot
fogadott be a forradalom ut6n. Ez az esem6ny
megrdzta az amerikai magyarokat 6s rij szeretet-
munk6ra osztdnozte 6ket. A magyar csalddoknak
ez az rij gener6ci6ja nemcsak szivesl{tdst tal6lt
Gdspdr atyinil, hanem biztat6 sz6t is: ,Mit te-
hettink 6rtetek? Ha valamire szriks6getek van,
sz6ljatok!" Ez M igazi magyar vend6gszeretet.
Ma is ez a lellailet s Szent Istv6nban: ,Mit te-
hetrink, hogy otthon 6rezd magad?" Az ut6bbi
dvekben ezt a vendf,gszeretet kiterjesztemik olyan
csalildokra is, akik nem amerikai-magyar szdrma-
zdsriak. A Szent Istvilnban mindenki szilmiira van
hely.

Tovdbbi vfrltozdsok

A Szent Istviln fj pdsztora, Dunay Antal

tisztelend6 fr, 1963 tavaszdn €rkezett. Dunay
atya Magyarorszdgon sztiletett, fels6bb tanul-
miinyait B6csben vlgezte, ott is szentelt6k fel
1939. jrilius 9-6n.

A Szent Istv6nban tOltott 6vei alatt Dunay
atya, ez a kivril6 p6sztor, igui 6rtelmis6gi
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ember, sok tij fejlem6nynek volt kezdemdnyezlje
M egyhinkdzs6gben.

Mikor a vdrosi hatosr{gok az iskola6ptilet
egyik r6,sz€t lebont6sra ft6lt6k, s a tanitdst nem
lehetett f6lbeszakitani a renov6l6s ideje alatt,
Dunay atya eltnt€zte, hogy a gyermekeket ideig-
lenesen 6thelyezz€k a Magyar Reform6tus Egy-
hdzba, melynek pdsztora, Dr. Komjdthy Al addr
tiszteletes szivesen l6tta az apdc6.kat, 6s a tanul6k
rendelkezlslre bocs6totta a Kdlvin termet.

Kozben Dunay atya egy bizottsiigot nevezett
ki, hogy az tegyen javaslatot az iskoliiban szrik-
s6gess6 viilt dtalakitdsokra. A javaslatok alapjan
egy t6gabb lehet6s6geket nyrijt6 rij sz6rny 6pft6se
indult meg . Az iskola 6pft6si alapj 6ra gytrjt6s in-
dult meg, amely annyira sikeres volt, hogy fe-
dezte a kolts6geket, melynek az dsszege az

oreg 6ptilet renovdl6s6t is beleszlmftva
$398,000 volt.

Sajnos Dunay atya eg6szsege romlani kez-
dett, s miel6tt minden r1j elgondoliisdt val6ra
tudta volna v6ltani, 6lettemp6ja lelassult, m(g
1977 jrinius6ban a hal6l el nem ragadta.

John Cusack tisztelend6 rir, aki hat 6vig volt
k6plan a Szent Istviinban, lett az admini sztrator,
tuddsa legi avirt adta, hogy folytassa Dunay atya
munkdj 6t az fj pr{sztor, Torok B6la tisztelend6 ur
meg6rkez€,s€ig.

Lz elmrilt 15 6v

Egyhdzunk 75 eves jubileumdn mind anyagilag

mind erkolcsileg biztos alapokon nyugv6 tes-
ttiletet vett itt az egynin tj pl6banosa Ft. Tordk
B6la. Tizenkdt 6ves mrikodese alatt a betegek 6s

oregek lelki gondozisdt tekintette f6 feladatanak.
Az 6 idej6re esett a tartal6k anyagi alap felhasz-
ndl6s6val a templom ktls6 fehijit6sa 6s a temp-
lom bels6 kifest6se. Ugyanabban az td6ben volt
M egyhin legnagyobb megpr6b6ltat6sa: 1987 jf-
niusiiban az audit6rium kidgett 6s haszn6lhatat-
lann6 viilt a ffiz meg a viz okozta k6rok kovet-
kezt6ben. Az egyhilz id6sebb 6s ktilOnosen fiatal

gdrddja onk6ntes munkiival potolta a nem elegse-
ges biztosft6si osszeget. Az auditorium a lelkes
munka kdvetkezt€ben szebb, modernebb lett es

avatdsdn M egybegyfrltek megelegedetten 6llapf-
tott6.k ffieg, hogy a neh6z helyzetben is egyhd-
zunk csoddkra k6pes. Ft. Torok B6la 1990-ben
megromlott egeszsege miatt nyugdijba ment.

U: pl6br{nosunk, Ft. Mustos Istv6n piarista
tandr, vezet6sevel fj lendtiletet kapott M egy-
hinkozsdg. A konventben befejezfidott a Szent
Erzs6bet kiipolna 6talakit6sa 6s M eptilet maga
fj, nemes, magyarment6 munk6t szolg6l. Ma-
gyaror sz6,gr6l szfvmfitetre ideerke zd gy erekek 6s

kis6rettikben lev6 szril6k 6s orvosok szeret6 ott-
hona lett. Egyhdzunk lelkes tagjai liittak el a
tolmdcs szerepet, segitettek az utaztatiisban ds a
szoci6lis gondoz6sban. Ez a tev6kenys6g m6g
most is folyik.

Az egyhilzl€tszitmrinak felemel6set Ft. Mus-
tos Istv6n 6szint6n sziv6n viseli, igeretes mun-
kdval. A h6tv6gi magyar iskola viitozarlan lelke-
sedessel 50-60 gyermeknek ad alkalmat a magyar
nyelv, tort6nelem, foldraj z 6s tilnc elsaj iltitdsira.
Unnepdlyeinken tartalmas mfisorral szerepelnek.
A helyi kdt cserk6szcsapat jelent6sen hozzdji{ruI
a magyar szellem megSrz€,s6hez. Unnepek alkal-
mdval magyar cserk6sz ruh6ban 6s zdszl6ikkal
vesznek r6szt a szentmisen. Egyhdntnk latja ven-
d6gtl minden 6vben az Amerikai Magyar Mize-
um b6ljdt, amely a magyar mrilt 6s jelen mriv6szi
alkot6s ait 6rzi 6s v6logatott programj itval vorvza
a magyar 6s amerikai 6rdekl6d6ket.

Heti ,,bingo" jdt6kunk az egyhin anyagi
megszilarditilsat hivatott segireni. Munkasai
immdron kozel hiirom lvtizede l6tjr{k el 6nk6n-
tesen ezt a munkdt. A garfieldi Amerikai Magyar
Polg6ri Liga 6nekkara az egyhiakdzsdg 6nekese-
ivel mis6ink es tinnepeink magas szfnnvonali{t
biztosftjak. Az lnekkar kozremfikddese biztosftja
a magyar szentmisdk 6nekes dhitatdt, amivel
meg6rzi 6s tovabbadja a magyar enekes ahitat
szellem6t, 6s valli{sos 6lm6ny6nek erej6vel vorz-
za a hfveket. Az dnekes mis6kre valo el6keszrilet
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h6tk6znapi pr6bakat ig6nyel, de ez biztosftja is az

6nekl6s szinvonaldt 6s vele egytitt a r6sztvev6k
Sttitirt.

Nyarankint megtartjuk pikniktinket, amit k6-
zel ezer r6sztvev6 tilmogat. Hasonl6an, december
h6napban karilcsonyi ebedet tartunk. Ezeknek az

esem6nyeknek a rendezli a R6zsaftiz€r Tfusulat
6s a Magyar Szent N6v Tdrsulat.

A 90 6ves templom rivegablakainak javft6siit

6s karbantartesdt is megkezdtdk, a h6rom harang-
16b javft6sa befejez6dott . Az orgona fehijit6sa
tervben van, amelynek kolts6geit M egyhilz 1e1-

kes tagjai m6r osszeadtak. A v6llalkoz6j6v6 6vre

igdri a munka elv6gzds1t.
Egyhdntnk most negyedik 6ve abban az Isten

iildotta helyzetben van, hogy egy tet6t6l talpig
der6k pap a pl6banosa, a piarista tandr Ft. Mus-
tos Istvdn. A l6nyeb6l ki6rad6 szeretet, hivat6s-
tudat dthatj a M egyh6*ozs6g tagiait. 6 vd6ban
atyja, rgazr vezet1je nemcsak az egyhdzkozseg-
nek, hanem M amerikai magyarsilgnak is. A
nagy el6diik szellem6ben egyhdzunk iissze-
tartdsa, gondozisa minden rem6nyt megad,
hogy meg6rjiik a 100 6ves jubileumot, amely-
nek szer6ny bevezetdje ez a 90 6ves megeml6-
kez6s.

The Priests of St. Stephen's R..C. Maryar Church

Reverend Geysa Messerschmidt
Pastor l902-l 9l I

Reverend Jinos Schimk6
Pastor 191 1-1913

Reverend Lajos Kovics
Pastor 19 1 3- 19 I 5

Reverend lSzsef Ma rczink6
Pastor 1915-1932

Reverend fames Raile
Pastor 1932-1933

Reverend William Furlong
Administrator I 933- 1 938

Reverend Jinos Gispir
Pastor 1933-1963

Reverend Antal S. Dunay
Pastor 1963-1978

Reverend B6la Tiiriik
Pastor 1978-1990

Reverend Istvin N. Mustos Sch.P.
Pastor Oct. l99O - present
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Maet/rrursziti Szent IstYin

Magyarorsdgon, melynek f6ldie mindig nagy vfltoz6sok szintere volt, a keresztEnys6g eredete
nincs felderfwe. Annyit tudunk, hogy a magyarok kb. a X. stAzad v6ge fel€ felvett6k a keresztdny-
s6get. Szent lswdn 6desanyia keresztEny volt, fia is felvette a kereszts6get, igy PTagyarorszdg els6
keresztrlny kirdlya lett.

Szent Iswdn aztin keresztdnny6 tette az egilsz orszdgot. Tiz egyhizmegy6t alapitott. Eredetileg
tizenkett6re terrezte, de mdr kifogyott az id6b6l. Kett6 6rcek6g volt kztergom 6s Kalocsa - nyolc
piisp6kdg: Veszpr6m, Gy6r, P6cs, Vdc, Eger, Marosv{r-Gandd, Nagyv{rad 6s Gyulafeh6rvdr.
Alapi-tisuk lOOl 6s l02O k6z6tt t6rt6nt. Az egyhlzmegy6k terfletdt ardnyos nagysdgrira szabta
ki: egy-egiy egyh{zmegye tertilete 20O-3OO n€gyzetm6rf6ld volt. A ptsp6ki sz{khelyek
kivilasztisdnSl k6t szempont idtszott d6nt6 szerepec a hely v€dets6ge 6s befogad6kdpess6ge. igy
keriiltek a piisp6k6gek romiaikban m6g fenn{ll6 egykori r6mai v{rosokba vagy az avar 6s szliv
vil{gb6l szirmaz6 f6ldvdrakba.

Szent lswdn 968 k6nil sziiletett, 1038. augusztus 15-6n, 70 €ves kordban haltmeg 4O 6vi
uralkodds utdn.

Szent Isw{n p6ldijiin felbuzdulva az 1030-as 6vekt6l kezdve szerzetesrendek alakultak
Magyaror-szdgon. Nevezetesebbjeia bencrSselg a cisztercitik, a ferencesek 6s a dominikdnusok. A
iezsuitdk ellenreformdci6s tev6kenys6gCIkr6l voltak hiresek a XVl. srtzad misodik fel6t6l kezdve.
fgy a mai napig 6rezhet6 Szent lswdn hatisa az eg6sz orczdgon.
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